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RECORD  TOURIST  YEAR 

For  the  seventh  consecutive  jrear,  the  tourist  business  in  Montana  climbed 
upward.  The  climb  wras  at  an  accelerated  pace  in  1952,  with  port  of  entry 
coTints  showing  a  14.3^  vehicular  increase  over  a  similar  period  in  1951. 

Car  counts  rose  from  239,135  in  1951  to  273,532  in  1952  while  the  nine  stations 
were  in  operation.    Automobiles  from  every  state  in  the  Union  and  32  foreign 
countries  were  checked  at  the  ports. 

Seven  of  the  nine  reporting  stations  showed  touidst  traffic  increases  the  past 
Slimmer,    Only  two,  Missoula  and  Gardiner,  showed  declines.    The  Gardiner  decline 
was  slight,  and  the  Missoula  drop  may  have  been  due  to,thg  many  construction 
projects  on  U,  iS.  Highway  10  during  the  summer.    It  is  known  that  motor  clubs 
and  other  agencies,  particularly  in  Spokane  and  Seattle,  were  routing  trans- 
continental motorists  across  Montana  ty  other  highways  than  U,  S.  10, 

Columbia  Falls  tourist  check  station  showed  a  phenomenal  increase.    There  were 
several  contributing  factors.    In  the  first  place,  undoubtedly,  some  of  the 
traffic  which  ordinarily  would  have  moved  on  U.  S,  10  shifted  northward  to 
U,  S,  Highway  2,    In  the  second  place.  Glacier  Park  enjoyed  its  greatest  year 
with  a  26^  increase  oyer  the  previous  year.    Because  of  the  traffic  gain  at  the 
Columbia  Falls  port,  it  was  necessary,  for  the  first  time,  to  add  an  attendsmt 
making  a  total  of  three.    This  permitted  the  opening  of  the  station  during  a 
longer  period  each  day  and  helped  boost  the  car  count -total. 

It  can  be  pointed  out  that  the  Cooke  City  highway  out  of  Yellowstcne  National 
park  enjoyed  its  greatest  traffic  since  its  construction  in  the  30 's,    A  total 
of  21,336  cars  came  into  Montana  ty  this  route,  compared  to  14,893  a  year  ago. 
Near  perfect  weather  after  the  highway's  opening  permitt«d  a  continuous  flow 
of  vehicles  over  this  scenic  road, 

GLACIER-YELLCMSTONE  TOP  RECORDS 

After  getting  off  to  a  fast  gallop  because  of  an  early  spripg.  Glacier  Park 
travel  held  throu^out  the  siunmer,  and  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  on  Sept.  ' 
30,    Supt.  Jack  Eimnert  reported  a  26^  increase,  the  attendance  figures  jumping 
to  630,949.    The  rapid  climb  in  the  past  two  or  three  years  has  prcmpted  Emmert 
to  predict  the  year  is  not  too  far  off  when  Glacier  National  Park  will  entertain 
a  million  visitors, 

Yellowstone  park  also  set  new  records,  showing  a  total  registration  of  1,330,387. 
This  is  the  fifth  consecutive  year  that  Yellowstone  park  has  topped  the  million 
mark.    In  1951,  there  were  1,166,346  visitors  to  this  national  playground,  Yellow- 
stone park's  increase  was  close  to  Montana's  overall  increase  with  a  14,06^  gain, 
A  single  day  all-time  high  count  for  Yellowstone  was  set  on  Jvly  4  with  24,104 
visitors.    Also  a  new  all-time  house  count  was  set  the  same  day  vAien  8,382  guests 
were  acconmodated  in  the  hotels,  cottages,  lodges  and  tourist  cabins. 

The  West  Yellowstone  entrance  was  the  most  popular  with  430,845  visitors.  North 
gate  at  Gardiner  was  fourth  with  179,819  vAiile  the  northeast  gate  at  Cooke  City 
or  Silver  Gate  was  fifth  with  79,248  visitors. 
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PACIFIC  COAST  CONTRIBUTES  MOST  VISITORS 

As  usual  nearly  a  third  of  Montana's  tourist  visitors  were  frcm  the  Pacific 
coast  states  of  Washington^  California  and  Oregono    These  states  contributed 
31.33^  of  the  total  which  was  sli^tly  down  from  a  year  ago  when  their  region- 
al percentage  was  33o60^.    Washington  and  California  were  the  No.  1  and  No,  2 
tourist  states  for  the  Land  of  Shining  Mountains, 

A  solid  block  of  Montana's  vacationists  came  from  the  midwest.    Minnesota  was 
in  third  places  Illinois  moved  up  from  fifth  to  fourth  placej  Michigan  gained  a 
notch  from  eighth  to  seventh  and  Wisconsin  rested  in  ninth  place  among  visitor 
contributing  states. 

Maybe  it  was  Texans'  cxiriosity  about  the  Williston  basin  and  its  oil  poten- 
tialities^ but  the  Lone  Star  state  was  in  11th  place  with  6,537  cars  during  the 
summer  months,    Texas  surpassed  such  nearby  states  as  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Nebraska 
and  South  Dakota, 

Probably  the  biggest  boost  in  tourist  travel  came  down  fran  the  north  out  of 
Canada,    Canadian  cars  are  not  coiinted  by  provinces.    Total  visitors  from  across 
our  northern  border  jumped  from  12,31^  in  1951  to  14,70^  in  1952.    In  the  three 
months'  period  of  operation^  the  port  of  entry  stations  registered  40,209  cars 
compared  to  29s438  in  1951.    There  is  no  question  that  a  lot  more  were  missed 
because  the  State  Highway  Commission  does  not  operate  port  of  entry  stations 
along  the  border, 

Canadians  are  more  than  anxious  to  come  across  the  border  now  that  the  rate  of 
exchange  is  in  their  favor,    Montana  can  have  many  more  Canadian  visitors  if  we 
treat  them  right, 

PORT  OF  ENTRY  FUNCTIONS 

There  are  two  primary  functions  of  Montana's  ports  of  entry.    They  serve  as 
greeters  for  the  state  and  provide  accurate  and  authentic  tourist  data.  Keeping 
up  the  travel  study  which  was  inaugurated  in  1948j  another  batch  of  travel  data 
cards  was  handed  out  to  incoming  visitors  at  the  stations,    A  total  of  15s, 000 
cards  were  given  to  visitors  with  the  explanation  of  what  they  were  for  and  how 
they  should  be  returned  once  the  visitor  was  back  home.    It  is  anticipated  that 
between  3s000  and  4^,000  cards  will  be  returned  and  will  provide  the  basis  for 
Montana's  annual  travel  survey. 

A  new  section  wa,s  placed  on  the  questionnaire  regarding  the  type  of  accommoda- 
tions used  ty  travelers  while  in  the  state.    It  will  enable  us  to  determine  how 
many  used  hotels^  motels^  camp  grounds,,  trailers  or  stayed  with  relatives. 

Findings  of  this  study  will  be  issued  in  a  year-end  report  on  Montana's  tourist 
business, 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

There  are  several  stations  whose  appearance  could  be  greatly  improved  with  the 
addition  of  a  little  landscaping,    A  small  3awn  and  a  few  shrubs  and  trees  would 
add  immeasurably  to  the  appearance  of  the  station.    It  is  hoped  division  engineers 
will  include  such  improvements  in  their  1953  plans.    Anyone  crossing  the  border 
into  Canada  should  take  a  look  at  the  Fort  McLeod  tourist  greeter  station  operated 
by  the  province  of  Alberta  to  get  an  idea  of  what  a  little  landscaping  can  do  to 
make  you  feel  welcome. 


Albert  Erickson 
Advertising  Director 
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State 

Per  G4nt 

Of  Traffic 

1, 

Washington 

13.98 

i2. 

California 

12.77 

3. 

Minnesota 

5.90 

4. 

Illinois 

4,86 

5. 

Idaho 

4.70 

6. 

Oregon 

4.58 

7. 

Michigan 

2.94 

8. 

North  Dakota 

2,78 

9. 

Wisconsin 

2.61 

10. 

Utah 

2.58 

11, 

Texas 

2.39 

12. 

Colorado 

2,30 

13. 

Iowa 

2.29 

U. 

Wyoming 

2.18 

15. 

Ohio 

1,88 

16, 

Kansas 

1,68 

17. 

Nebraska 

1,55 

18. 

Indiana 

1.46 

19. 

Missouri 

1.42 

20. 

New  York 

1.38 

21. 

South  Dakota 

1.24 

22. 

Pennsylvania 

1.10 

23. 

Oklahoma 

.93 

24. 

Arizona 

.63 

25. 

New  Jersey 

.58 

26. 

Massachusetts 

.48 

27. 

Florida 

.47 

28. 

New  Mexico 

o42 

29. 

Nevada 

.32 

30. 

Virginia 

.28 

31. 

Maryland 

.28 

32. 

Louisiana 

.24 

33. 

Tennessee 

.21 

34. 

Georgia 

.21 

35. 

Connecticut 

,19 

36. 

Kentucky 

.19 

37. 

Arkansas 

,18 

38. 

North  Carolina 

.15 

39. 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

.14 

40, 

Mississippi 

.14 

41. 

West  Virginia 

.13 

42. 

Vermont 

.13 

43. 

Alabama 

,12 

44. 

South  Carolina 

.08 

45. 

Rhode  Island 

.07 

46. 

New  Hampshire 

.06 

47. 

Maine 

.05 

48. 

Delaware 

.05 

Canada 

14.70 

GRAND  TOTAL 


100.00 


1952 


38,240 
34,930 
16,138 
13,294 
12,856 
12^528 
8,042 
7,604 
7,139 
7,057 
6,537 
6,291 
6,264 
5,963 
5,142 
4,595 
4,240 


3. 
3, 
3, 
3. 
3, 
2, 
1, 
1. 
1, 
1, 


994 
884 
775 
392 
009 
544 
723 
586 

313 
286 


1,U9 
875 
766\7 
766j' 
656 
574~ 
574_ 
520 
520 
492 
410 

383-^  ■ 

328 
219 
191 
164 

137  ^  ? 
137y  . 
40,209 


12^ 

37,472 
30,958 
14,272 

11,099^ 
11,82> 
10,105 
9,701^ 
^6,892^ 
6,434 
6,166 
4,812 
5,346 
5,796 
4,805 
4,378 

3,373 
3,486 

3,071 
3,453 
3,016 
3,315 
2,422 
1,871 
1,449 
1,459 
1,135 
890 
1,088 
482 
641 
771 
682 
516 
466 
629 
445 
381 
520 
525 
406 

315 
308 
350 
203 
234 
233 
216 
144 
22,969 


29,186 
28,040 
11,810 
10,348 
9,967 
9,560 
^7,167  K 
-^5,734^ 
5,538 
4,974 
4,248 
5,820 
7,785 
4,149 
3,802 
3,316 
3,482 
3,012 
3,171 
1,885 
3,168 
1,950 
1,871 
1,563 
1,294 
1^057 
846 
1,455 
787 
739 
615 
592 
496 
402 
669 
337 
347 
452 
625 
285 
313 
252 

294 
195 
194 
240 
187 
151 
19,637 


273,532      239,135      231,823  204,6a 


PORT  OF  ENTRY 

CAR  COUNTS 

1952 

T               1    •  _ 

Location 

%  of 
i ravel 

1952 

1951 

1950 

19U9 

Columbia  Falls 

27.6 

75,369 

50,918 

522 

Crow  Agency 

7.1 

19,353 

16,200 

15,1420 

12,572 

Culbertson 

7.1 

19,335 

I6,i+7i+ 

li;,l25 

15,612 

Gardiner 

10.2 

28,9i4i+ 

30,665 

55,885 

2l,7i;l 

Lima 

2.9 

7,867 

7,833 

7,590 

7,599 

Miles  City 

15.0 

35,676 

28,265 

29,022 

22,1+90 

Missoula 

11+.2 

38,759 

50,528 

1;8,999 

l;6,2l4i; 

West  Yellowstone 

9.8 

26,893 

25,561 

19,U81 

16, 667 

Rockvale 

7.8 

21,336 

m,895 

17,13^ 

19,591; 

TOTALS 

273,532 

239,155 

231,771 

20^,61+1 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

Tabulation  by  months  in  1952 
Percent  of  travel  by  months 

1+8, 6U6 
l7.8fo 

110,085 
UO.2^ 

105,579 
57.8^ 

11,1^1+ 

NOTE:    Port  of  Entry  stations  opened  June         1952  and  closed  September  6,  1952 
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FOREIGaJ  CARS  &  PASSENGERS  -  1952 


COUNTHT  NO.  CARS  NO.  PASSENGERS 


Alaska 

431 

1,268 

Hawaii 

209 

658 

Japan 

59 

183 

Germany 

32 

104 

Canal  Zone 

24 

80 

England 

13 

28 

^^'Yukon  Terr  it  cry 

9 

24 

Mexico 

7 

15 

Guam 

6 

19 

Net  her  lards  West  Indies 

6 

17 

Okinawa 

5 

16 

Puerto  Rico 

4 

12 

Denmark 

4 

9 

Panama 

3 

17 

EL  Salvador 

3 

11 

Africa 

3 

5 

Brazil 

2 

6 

Trinidad 

2 

4 

JUorthwest  Territory 

2 

3 

-^Cuba 

1 

16 

^^rince  Edward  Island 

"1 

1 

5 

^  Philippines 

1 

4 

/New  &?unswick 

1 

3 

^'  Trieste  (Europe) 

1 

3 

Venezuela 

1 

3 

Virgin  Islands 

1 

3 

Australia 

X 

2 

Bahama  Islands 

1 

2 

Honduras 

1 

2 

Manilla 

1 

2 

Nyasaland^  Africa 

1 

2 

Scotland 

1 

2 

Austria 

1 

1 

South  America 

1 

1 

Total 

^9 

2530 

